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had given displeasure at Court. De Guerchy referred
'him to dArgental, and the latter, in a somewhat long
interview they had, told de Vergy that he might have
to pay for such an appointment, in case of need, with
personal courage and blind devotion to the orders of
the Count de Guerchy.

c I have made myself responsible to M. de Guerchy for your
discretion, and have assured him that you will fall in with his
views, and that you will serve him as readily with your sword as
with your pen, according to circumstances.'

c I cannot understand that a secretary of Embassy need
resort to the first.'

' You do not know but that you may find yourself in a
position to have to do so.'

c I do not understand this mystery; pray, sir, explain your-
self.'

< Do you know D'Eon ?'
c No, sir.'

c They are displeased with him at Court.'

c Am I to be specially instructed on this point ?'

c He must be ruined.'

e But is he not already ruined, since he has incurred dis-
pleasure at Court ?'

6 It is not this . , . . it is something else . . . .'

c I do not understand you.'

c It is necessary that he should commit himself so seri-
ously. . . .'

< But how is this to be managed ?'

< I cannot say/

c I think, sir, you should express yourself more clearly.'

c I thought you understood me.'

<It is really difficult to do so.'

' Well, then, M. de Guerchy is under orders to bring D'Eon
into disgrace ; but a stranger and a skilful hand must do this.'

6 Do you mean to say, sir, that the man about to replace
him, should commit a base action ?'

.*I do not mean anything; you misunderstand me. . . /
An awkward silence of some moments ensued, and the count, which resulted in an introduction to de
